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Abstract

This quasi-experimental study aimed to compare dental health behaviours and dental health
status of disabled persons before and after implementing a dental health promotion programme through
home visits by dental and non-dental personnel of sub-district health promoting hospital and study the
opinions of personnel on dental health promotion for disabled persons through home visits, in Bang Rakam
district, Phitsanulok province. The study was conducted on a sample of 84 persons with physical or mobility
impairments living in Bang Rakam district, randomly selected according to the area sizes of sub-district health
promoting hospitals with and without dental personnel, then choose the disabled according to the criteria
in the experimental group and control group. The tools used to collect data are questionnaires and records
of dental health status, the validity of 0.67 and reliability 0.77 and the experimental instrument is the dental
health promotion program for the disabled by home visits. Which the experimental group operated with dental
personnel, the control group operated with non dental personnel. Data collection before and after 4 weeks of
receiving dental health promotion program was analyzed using descriptive statistics and t test. The results
of the study showed that dental health behavior and dental health status of disabled persons in bacterial
plaque control after dental health promotion by home visits in both groups better than before (p<0.001)
and the opinions of the staff on dental health promotion for the disabled by home visits, It was found that
the personnel indicated that education was important in providing dental health education for disabled and
should increase access to health services in disabled. In conclusion the dental health status were improved
after receiving the dental health promotion program, especially in the plaque index score in both groups with
different statistical significance at the level of .001

Keywords: disabled, self-efficacy, dental health behaviours, dental health status
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